
  Subject Knowledge Bank 

 

Art Year 3/4 

Focus: Drawing 

Age related art vocabulary 

Horizontal Something is parallel to the 

plane of the horizon 

Shading The darkening or colouring 

with parallel lines or a block of 

colour.  

Vertical Something is at a right angle 

to a horizontal plane where 

the top is directly above the 

bottom. 

Cross-hatching  Shade an area with inter-

secting sets of parallel lines. 

Intersect Two or more things pass or lie 

across each other. 

Grade  The numbers and letters that 

show the hardness or softness 

of the pencil lead. 

Portrait A painting, drawing, photo-

graph, or engraving of a per-

son, especially one of the face, 

or head and shoulders.  

Contemporary Belonging to or occurring in 

the present.  

Key Knowledge 

• Shading can be used to add tone to a portrait especially around the eyes, nose and hair. 

• When cross-hatching if the lines are further closer together it will create a darker effect.  

• A variety of directions of lines can be used when cross-hatching. 

• Portraits are a type of art that shows a persons face or head and shoulders. 

• Pencil grades can be used to help identify the appropriate pencil when sketching.  

• If a pencil is marked with a letter H it has a hard lead. The higher the number on a H pencil the harder the lead. A Hard 

lead pencil will draw alight mark. H pencils are ideal for precision drawing  

• If a pencil is marked with a b this shows a softer lead. The higher the number with the b mark the softer and darker the 

pencil. The softer pencils are easy to smudge and blend and are ideal for a wide range of shading techniques. 

• Elizabeth Peyton is a contemporary American painter best known for her intimate, small-scale portraits of celebrities, 

friends, and historical figures  


