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Carlton Primary School
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January 2019

Introduction
Homework is anything children do outside the normal school day that contributes to their learning, in response to guidance from the school. Homework encompasses a whole variety of activities instigated by teachers and parents/carers to support the children's learning. For example, parents or carers who spend time reading stories to their children before bedtime are helping with homework. 
 
One of the aims of our approach to Teaching and Learning is for children to develop as independent learners, and we believe that doing homework is one of the ways in which children can develop such skills. 
Recent research from the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) suggests that homework has little positive impact on children’s outcomes at Primary School. However, we firmly believe that it does play an important  part in promoting good attitudes to learning, in providing further exposure to rich vocabulary in texts, and gives  important  opportunities to rehearse and consolidate important knowledge and skills   (number, sounds, spellings, vocabulary etc). The EEF do clearly state that ‘It is certainly the case that schools whose pupils do homework tend to be more successful’.
We acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a child's growth and development. While homework is important, it should not prevent children from taking part in the activities of various out-of-school clubs and of other organisations that play an important part in the lives of our pupils. We are well aware that children spend more time at home than at school, and we believe that they develop their interests and skills to the full only when parents/carers encourage them to make maximum use of the opportunities available outside school. This is reflected in the approach we take to homework.
Carlton’s approach to Homework

See Appendix 1, which has been distributed to parents/carers (Jan 2019)
Inclusion and homework

We set homework for all children as a normal part of school life. We ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to the ability of the child, and we endeavour to adapt any task set so that all children can contribute in a positive way. We value and celebrate the cultural diversity of our pupils and their families, and we appreciate the enrichment that this brings.

The role of parents and carers
Parents and carers have a vital role to play in their child's education.  We ask parents and carers to encourage their child to complete the homework tasks that are set. We invite them to help their children as and when they feel it to be necessary and to provide them with the sort of environment that allows children to do their best. Parents and carers can support their child by providing a good working space at home, and by discussing the work that their child is doing.

If parents and carers have any questions about homework, they should contact the child's class teacher in the first instance. If their questions are of a more general nature, or if they wish to make a complaint about the school homework policy, or the way in which it is implemented, they should contact the headteacher. 

Use of ICT
There are many websites containing highly educational material which can have a powerful effect on children's learning. Parents or carers are advised always to supervise their child's access to the Internet. 
Monitoring and review

It is the responsibility of our governing body to agree and then monitor the school homework policy.  Parents and carers complete a questionnaire each year, and during the school's Ofsted inspection, and our governing body pays careful consideration to any concern that is raised by any parent. Our governing body may, at any time, request from our headteacher a report on the way in which homework is organised in our school.

This policy will be reviewed in two years, or earlier if necessary.

Signed (Chair of Governors)……………………………………….
Date………………………………..
Appendix 1

Carlton’s approach to Homework

Following consultation with parents and carers, in January 2019, we have made some changes to our approach to homework

Our aims are:

· To ensure more consistency across year groups

· To allow children flexibility on how homework is completed

· To ensure clarity on when homework is due to be completed

· To allow children to use technology to complete some of their homework

· To ensure all menu homework is acknowledged e.g. marked/Marvellous Me given/shared in class

· To give homework which suits a variety of interests/need/learning styles

· To increase awareness of what we’re doing in school

· To help children develop good work habits for the future

Reading

· We expect children to read a minimum of three times a week and for this to be recorded in their diaries

· Reception and KS1 aged children (to read with an adult)

· KS2 children (at least one of these will be reading with an adult)

· It is important that the reading record is brought into school every day

· Ideally children should be reading every day. This can take a variety of forms e.g. school reading book, library book, book from home, newspaper, comic, kindle, adult reading a story to a child

· Reception will also have words and sounds sent home for them to learn

Mental Maths

· Children are encouraged to use a range of web based games to help them to learn various number facts. These will be communicated in the homework books. These may include:

· R – Numberblocks

· Y1 – Hit the button (to support learning of number bonds and halving and doubling)

· Y2 – Y6  - Times tables Rockstars (starting February half term 2019) My Maths (later in the year)

Menu

· Children will receive a “menu style” homework each half term in a pink homework book. This will offer the child the opportunity to choose which homework they would like to do in a style which suits them. This should be handed in weekly.

Our approach will be reviewed regularly and we will continue to take feedback


